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Confirmation Hearing

The Committee on Health and Human Services met at I:30 p.m.
on Wednesday, February 22, 2006, in Room 1510 of the St ate
Capitol, Lincoln, Nebraska, for the purpose of conducting a
public hearing on g ubernatorial appointments. Sena tors
present: Jim Jens en, Chairperson; Dennis By ars, Vi ce
Chairperson; and Joel Johnson. Senators absent: Doug
Cunningham; Philip Erdman; Gwen Howard; and Arnie Stuthman.

SENATOR JENSEN: Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen.
Welcome to the Health and Human Services Committee. We are
here today to review some gubernatorial appointments. The
process, of course, is if you would come forth to the table,
give us your name, also tell us a little about y ourself,
whether this is a first-time appointment or a
reconfirmation. And I' ll introduce you now to the senators
that are here, and others will be coming in a little later.
To my right is Senator Dennis Byars who is from Beatrice and
is Vice Chairman of the Committee. To my rig h t is Jeff
Santema; he's committee counsel. I'm Jim Jensen from Omaha,
serving as Chairman. To my left is Joan Warner who is the
committee clerk. An d next to her is Jo e l Johnson from
Kearney. W ith that , we ar e ready to hea r th e first
appointment, and we will take these in the order that t hey
were presented, with the exception of Roger Reamer, and he
will go last.

Co i r t ' on He

o car i nCommission for t e Deaf a d

SENATOR JENSEN: So with that, James Devaney, Commission for
t he Deaf and Hard of Hearing, if you would w ant to com e
forward, please. Welcome.

JAMES DEV ANEY (via interpreter): Tha n k you. Good
afternoon. My name is James Devaney, and I'm ( inaudi b l e )
senators. I'm from Omaha, Nebraska. I was born, and became
an orphan at a youn g age , an d mo ved t o the St. James
Orphanage in Omaha. I grew up there until the or phanage
noticed that I was deaf and sent me to the Nebraska School
for the Deaf in Omaha where I went to school the entire time
and graduated. At that time, no one ever really knew how I
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became deaf. My job was always at the Nebraska School for
the Deaf. I worked there for 28 years. At the beginning, I
worked with small children in elementary school. Moved up
to the junior high school level and the high school level.
Finally, I was the dean of boys for 13 years. And I worked
there until the school closed in 1999. The n t he Ne braska
Commission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing offered for me
to serve on their board of directors for a year and a half,
and I was very excited about doing that. And I have been on
the board for one and a half years. We meet four times a
year. And this is my second appointment to the commission,
and I wo uld like to thank all the senators for allowing me
to be here and to be reappointed. Thank you.

SENATOR JENSEN: Thank you. We appreciate the service that
you' ve done throughout the ye ars here in Nebraska. Are
there any questions from any of the committee members?

SENATOR JOHNSON: I just have one. Does he have a relative
that knows how to coach football? ( Laughter )

JAMES DEVANEY: I w ish he was my f ather but he's not.
(Laughter) We' re no relation.

SENATOR JENSEN: Any other questions? Well, thank you so
much for appearing, and we do appreciate the work you' re
doing .

JAMES DEVANEY: Th a n k you .

SENATOR JENSEN: And thank you for interpreting.

Conf ' t '
~ ~ W' ~ I s

S t o r d of e

SENATOR JENSEN: Next we have Dr. Daryl Wills, State Board
of Health. And Senator Smith is here to tell...

SENATOR SMITH: Thank you, M r . Chairman, members of the
Health Committee. For the record, my name is Adrian Smith,
representing the 48th District, here sitting in today for
Dr. Daryl Wills for appointment to t he Bo ard of Health.
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Dr. Wills actually is a good friend, a long time
chiropractor, physician, and very capable. He has served in
the national associations as pr esident, and also mo st
recently recognized as Chiropractor of th e Year by the
American Chiropractic Association. In the letter that I' ve
submitted here you can see even more service that he's done
for the c ommunity and f o r his profession, and I would
certainly urge a favorable vote o n his appointment in
confirmation. And I would take any questions.

SENATOR JENSEN: Thank you, Senator Smith. Any questions
from the Committee in regards to Dr. Wills? Yes, Sen ator
Byars.

SENATOR BYARS: It is an interesting note, I notice he is
also a mortician.

SENATOR SMITH: That's right.

SENATOR BYARS:
S hame, J i m .

SENATOR SNITH: He left that profession. I don't believe he
practices that and hasn't for quite some time.

SENATOR BYARS: Th a nk y ou .

SENATOR JENSEN: Any other questions? Thank you, Senator,
f or a p p e a r in g .

SENATOR SNITH: Th ank y ou .

That's very interesting. ( Laughte r )

Confirmation Hearin
Olt

Commission for the Blind and is uall Im aired

SENATOR JENSEN: Next we have Nancy Oltman, Commission f or
the Blind and Visually Impaired. Senator Burling.

SENATOR BVRLING: Thank you, Senator Jensen, members of the
committee. I'm Carroll Burling, that's B-u-r-1-i-n-g. I
represent D istract 33 of the Nebraska Legislature, and I'm
here today to appear for my constituent for re appointment,
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Nancy Oltman. And she has asked me to read this letter to
you folks int o the rec o rd . And s o if that's all right,
Nr. Chairman, I' ll proceed.

SENATOR JENSEN: Yes .

SENATOR BURLING: Dea r members o f the Hea lth an d Hum an
Services Committee, I would like to ext end my sincere
appreciation for my reappointment to the Nebraska Commission
f or the Blind and Visually Impaired. It is important to m e
as a bl ind p erson t o serve o ther blind people in their
endeavors to become a ful l y participating c itizen in
Nebraska. The past three years of being a member of the
board have been very enlightening to me pe rsonally. The
commission has a ccomplished much during this brief time of
being in existence, but much more needs t o be don e. If
blind people expect to be in the work force and be a part of
the growing economics of Nebraska, they need the training
that the commission can afford them. Our state can be proud
that we have one of the best rehabilitation centers in the
country, and with c ontinued diligence on the part of the
employees at the co mmission, and t he und erstanding and
encouragement of Gover nor Hein eman and our state
Legislature, we will continue to produce more and more blind
people at work and off government assistance. Thank you for
this opportunity to serve. I will pledge again my continued
dedication to the Commission for the Blind. Nan c y Oltman.
And I might a d d tha t I would encourage the committee's
confirmation of her appointment.

SENATOR JENSEN:
Senato r Bu r l i n g ?

SENATOR STUTHNAN: Th ank you , Sen at o r Jen se n . Sen at or
Burling, for information, has she been blind all of her life
or did she acquire that at a later date?

SENATOR BURLING: I'm sorry, I can't answer that.

SENATOR STUTHNAN: Ok a y . Th ank y ou .

SENATOR JENSEN: Any other questions? Than k you, Se nator
Burling, for coming down.

Thank you, Senator. Any ques tions of
Yes, Senator Stuthman.
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SENATOR BURLING: Th a nk y ou .

Confirmation Hearin
Pamela List

State B ard of Health

SENATOR JENSEN: Next we' ll take Pamela List, and Senator
Conneal y i s h e r e .

SENATOR CONNEALY: Thank you, Senator Jensen, and members of
t he committee. I'm Natt Connealy. I repre sent t h e
16th District, and I represent Cuming County where Pam List
lives. I am encouraging you to reappoint Pam List to the
State Board of Health. As you can see from the letter that
she sent in, she is expanding her practice and h er work.
I' ve been very impressed with her work, especially in rural
health. She was disappointed that her practice w ouldn' t
allow her to get off today to come in, and I would encourage
you to reappoint Pam List to the State Board of Health.

SENATOR JENSEN: Thank you, Senator Connealy. Any questions
for the Se nator of Pam List? I am acquainted with her and
she does d o a g o o d j ob . Hap p y t o ha ve h e r b ack .

Conf m t ' on Hea r ' n
K~ K 1

Commission for the Deaf and Hard of e r'n

SENATOR JENSEN: Next, Senator Johnson i s he r e to. ..which
one d i d w e h a v e t h er e ?

SENATOR JOHNSON: Kenya Taylor.

S ENATOR JENSEN: Very good. Yes, that's right. Keny a
Taylor . Th ank you .

SENATOR JOHNSON: Senator Jensen, members of the committee,
I 'm Senator Joel J ohnson, representing the 37th District,
and today I appear in behalf of Kenya Taylor. Dr. Taylor is
out of state and actually doing examinations of programs in
other states. Dr. T aylor is a professor and chair of the
Department of Communications Disorders at the University of
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N ebrask a at Kear ne y , and ha s b e e n i n Nebr a s k a s i n ce 199 6 .
She has c ompleted one term an d now seeks a second term.
Dr. Taylor xs an aud iologist with two are as o f focus:
rehabilitation strategies for th e hea ring i mpaired, and
prevention of noise-induced hearing loss. I beli eve t h at
Dr. Taylor has served the Commission well and looks forward
to being reappoxnted. And I would urge that being the case.

SENATOR JENSEN: Thank you, Senator Johnson. Any questions
from the c ommittee regarding Kenya Taylor? See ing none,
thank you for coming forward.

Confirmation Hearin
Darrell Walla

Co mission for the Blind and isuall Im aire

SENATOR JENSEN: Let's take Darrell Walla, C ommission f or
the Bland and Visually Impaired. Senator Brashear's aide is
here to give us information on Darrell. Welcome, Jim.

JIM PIEPER: Thank you . Sena tor Jensen, members of the
Health and Human Services Committee, I'm Jim Pieper, that' s
P-i - e - p - e - r . I 'm counsel to the Speaker, appearing this
afternoon on be half o f Se nator Brashear, repr esenting
District 4 in Omaha, appearing on behalf of the confirmation
of Darrell Walla to the board of com missioners of the
Nebraska Commission for the Blind an d Visually Impaired.
Mr. Walla is from Omaha a nd resides in District 4.
Mr. Walla was appointed by Governor Heineman in December t o
be a member of the board of commissioners for the Commission
for the B lind and Vi sually Impaired. He is a special
education teacher and has been in that p rofession for 26
years. He is currently employed at Omaha Burke High School;
previously was at Bishop Ne umann Catholic High School in
Wahoo; prior to that, Raymond Central High School; and prior
to that, Aurora High School in Aurora, Nebraska. So a great
deal of experience in Nebraska schools in various places of
the state for Mr. Walla. He is currently an active member
of the National Federation of the Blind, Omaha Chapter; also
involved in other community activities. He wanted to inform
the committee that it is an honor for him to give b ack to
the people of the state, the visually impaired people of the
state by se rving on this board, and requests the committee
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look favorably upon his appointment.

SENATOR J ENSEN: Ve r y g ood . Th an k you , M r . Pi epe r . Any
questions of Jam? Yes, Senator Stuthman.

SENATOR STUTHMAN: Thank you, Senator Jensen. Is Darr ell
Walla visually impaired also, or not?

JIM PIEPER: That is my understanding, yes. I don't have
any details beyond that. But he is a member of the National
Federation of the Blind and has worked with the c ommission
i n t h e p as t .

SENATOR STUTHMAN: And the reason I mention that is because,
you know, I look at their signature and it seems like that
would be an indication that he is one with t he d is ability
also . Th a n k yo u .

SENATOR JENSEN: Thank you, Jim, for coming.

J IM P I EPER: Th a nk y ou .

Confirmation Hearin
~R 11 H

State Board of Health

SENATOR JENSEN: N ext we have Dr. Russell Hopp, and Senator
Brown's L.A. is here to give us that confirmation.

SCOTT DOLTON: Good afternoon, Senator Jensen, and m embers
of the H ealth and Hu man Services Committee. My name is
Scott Dolton. I'm appearing on behalf of Senator Pam Brown
from District 6 up in Omaha who is appearing on behalf of
Dr. Russell Hopp, professor of pediatrics and medicine at
Creighton University. Dr. Hopp wishes to convey the honor
and privilege to be selected as the os teopathic physician
representative to the State Board of Health of the state of
Nebraska. Dr. Hopp is currently serving as the osteopathic
representative on t he bo ard . His m edical background is
extensive. He is, as I mentioned, professor of pe diatrics
and medicine at Creighton University, as well as a clinical
professor of pe diatrics at t he University of Ne braska
Medical Cen ter in Omaha . He is a board certified
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pediatrician and a boar d cert ified alle rgy clin ical
immunologist, as well as a fellow at the American Academy of
Pediatrics and the American Academy of Allergy, Asthma, and
Clinical Immunology. He has over 20 years of experience
specializing in a llergy and immunology practice, including
clinics at Creighton University, Children's Hospital, UNNC,
and several weekly or monthly clinics and communities in the
Omaha metropolitan area. Rather than read the entire thing,
I can submit this for you, if you like.

SENATOR JENSEN: No , that will be fine. Thank you, Scott.
Any questions from t he co mmittee? Thank you for your
appearance .

SCOTT DOLTON: Thanks so much.

Conf'rmation H rin
R~ R

State Board of Healt

SENATOR JENSEN: And Senator Stuhr just came in, and so we
w ill hear from her about Roger Reamer to the State Board of
H eal t h .

SENATOR STUHR: Thank you, Senator Jensen, and members of
the committee. I would like to...this is a statement from
Roger Reamer: I would like to apologize for not being able
t o attend the confirmation hearing today due to a prio r
engagement. Thanks, Senator Stuhr, for reading my statement
of intent. My name is Roger Re amer. I am the chief
executive officer for Nemorial Health Care Systems in
Seward, Nebraska. Ny role with Nemorial Health Care Systems
also includes being the administrator for Memorial Hospital.
I will be completing my sixth year of employment this Nay.
I have a master's in business administration from W ebster
University, St. Louis, and my undergraduate degree is in ag
econ from N orth Dakota State University. I obtained my
master's degree i n 1995, and m y unde rgraduate degree
in 1985. I have been a resident of Nebraska for th e past
ten years. I cu rrently reside in Legislative District 24.
I had been involved with h ospital administration in the
communities of David City and Ainsworth prior to coming to
Seward. I have been involved with healthcare issues b oth
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the at local and national levels. At the state level, I am
currently the i mmediate past p resident of t h e board of
directors for the Nebraska Hospital Association. Prior to
that role, I had been on the board of directors since 1997.
On the national level, I have been involved with v arious
American Hospital Association ef forts which coincide with
the state-level initiatives. Over the past eight years, I
have been president for the Rural Comprehensive Care Network
of Nebraska. This is a netw ork of 14 critical access
hospitals and 60-plus rural family physicians who wor k
collaboratively to de velop services that support the local
communities, hospitals, and physician clinics in southeast
Nebraska. There is a continuous change associated with both
healthcare and p ublic health. There will continue to be
challenges associated with both. I'm excited about being a
part of the team that will have a role in public health and
welfare. I will use all that I ha v e le arned through my
other professional activities to contribute to my activities
on the b oard fo r t he next five years. My fellow board
members and the staff of t he He alth and Hu man S ervices
Agency have been very helpful in getting me acquainted with
the responsibilities and ro les associated with this
position. I am grat eful for the ir he lp in getting me
involved. I look forward to working with these individuals
and serving the re sidents of Nebraska over the next five
years. And I just might add that I do know Mr. Reamer, and
he is a very competent, caring individual, and I know that
he would serve as an excellent member of this committee...of
t hi s b o a r d .

SENATOR JENSEN: Thank you, Senator Stuhr. Any comm ents
that any c ommittee members might h ave on Roger Reamer?
Thank you, Senator, for coming forward.

SENATOR STUHR: Ye s .

Confirmation e
Janet C l e

State Board of th

SENATOR JENSEN: Nex t we' ll take Janet Coleman.
Raikes is here to speak on her behalf. Welcome.

Senator
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SENATOR RAIKES: Chairman Jensen, members of the Health and
Human Services Committee, Ron Raikes, District 25, here to
present information on behalf of Janet Coleman. I am .. .in
all my eight years, I think I' ve been denied the opportunity
to be be fore this committee. You know, it takes this sort
of a circumstance but I'm happy for it. The situation is

recently been appointed by the Governor as a public member
of the Board of Health. Senator Jensen has notified me of a
confirmation hearing on Fe bruary 22. I have a previous
c ommitment on that date. I am unable to change it. I hav e
a ttached a statement of my qualifications, which I
understand that you' ll read at the February 22 hearing. I'm
looking forward to my service on the Board of Health. Janet
Coleman. And I would be willing to cheat, in case you' re
interested, if y ou want just a copy of this rather than me
reading it. But I will read it if that's what you pr efer.
It's not too long.

SENATOR JENSEN: All right.

SENATOR RAIKES: She writes: My name is Janet Coleman. I' ve
been appointed by t he Go vernor as a public member of the
State Board of Health. This is a position that is important
to me and for which I believe I have g ood q u alifications.
At both the state and local levels, I' ve served in a variety
of positions having to do with health policy and programs.
My first service was as a member of the board of trustees at
Lincoln General Hospital. I served on the board fo r nin e
years, and I serv ed two years as chair. At the present
t ime, I'm c h air of the Community H ealth E ndowment o f
Lincoln. At the state level, I have been a public member of
many task forces, and have sometimes been the chair. Among
those on which I' ve served are task forces on discipline o f
health professionals, concerns about substance abuse of
h ealth professionals, mandatory rep orting of health
professionals, and the Commission on Huma n Gen etic
Technology. I chaired the task fo rce t hat dev eloped t he
legislation for the licens ing of menta l healt h
professionals. After the legislation was enacted, I served
on the Bo ard of Mental Health Practice and I was chair for
five years. Since the legislation was enacted, I' ve served
on the Nebraska Credentialing Reform Steering Committee, and
now on the Imp l ementation Committee. A ll of these

this. I received a let ter from Janet Coleman: I have
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experiences have provided me with a vast amount of knowledge
about the h ealth p rofessional in t he Ne braska. This
knowledge has g iven m e a goo d understanding of the
protection of t he pu blic as the reasons for licensing and
r egulating of health professionals. A l l of this w ill, I
think, help me to be an active member of the State Board of
H eal t h .

SENATOR JENSEN: Ve r y g ood .
Senato r Ra i k es i n r eg ar d s
Stuthman .

SENATOR STUTHMAN: Thank you , S enator Jensen. Senator
Raikes, I can't pass up the opportunity. ( Laughte r )

Are there any questions of
to Janet Coleman? Sena tor

SENATOR RAIKES: I was afraid.

SENATOR STUTHMAN: Were you familiar with Jan while she was
a teacher in Lincoln Public Schools?

SENATOR RAIKES: I wasn' t.

SENATOR STUTHMAN: And she's a retired teaching right now?

SENATOR RAIKES: You know, I'm not sure that I ha ve met
J anet .

SENATOR STUTHMAN: Oh. Oka y
really value the people that
field and uti lizing t h eir
know, avail themselves of
capacity, and I really...

SENATOR RAIKES: Wel l , in her case, in addition to being a
teacher, it sounds as though--and I'm sure it's true--that
she was very active in a number of health-related committees
and t as k f or c e s a n d so on .

SENATOR STUTHMAN: You know, I think she's a very qualified
i nd i v i d u a . Th an k y ou .

SENATOR RAIKES: So you would vote to confirm her b ut not
me? ( Laughte r )

I was just...you know, and I
have been i n the education
expertise and continue to, you
serving on bo ards in that
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SENATOR STUTHNAN: Very likely. ( Laughter )

SENATOR JENSEN: Any other questions of Senator Raikes? We
thank you for coming.

SENATOR RAIKES: Tha n k y ou .

Conf ' t i on He ar '
~L' * 'd

State Board of Hea t

SENATOR JENSEN: With that, Senator Schrock, we are ready to
hear about Linda Heiden to the State Board of Health.

SENATOR SCHROCK: Chairman Jensen, members of the committee,
for the record, my name is Ed Schrock. I represent the
38th Legislative District, and I am Linda Heiden's senator,
and I'm here repress.sting her. She's a lifelong resident of
Phelps County, has been nominated for reappointment as a
public member of the Nebraska State Board of Health. She
has served as a board member for almost seven years a fter
being appointed in 2 002 b y Go vernor Johanns to replace
current member Senator Connie Day. No w that doesn't make
sense -2002 and 2006 is not seven years. Maybe we' ve got
something wrong there. Linda graduated from the University
of Nebraska-Lincoln with a degree in sc ience and home
economics. She presently owns and operates Junkin Insurance
Agency in Bertrand, and also manages the family farm. It is
my understanding that she's also v ery i nterested in the
Two Rivers health board, which represents the health board
in our area, and the two rivers being the Republican and
Platte, very f amous rivers. And I would recommend you
reappoint Linda Heiden. I cannot place her. And I' ll bet
if I could see her I'd know her. I did call her up, found
out a few things about her. My staff does know her. If you
have any questions, why I'd be glad to try to answer them.
In the conversation with her, we have a lot of people we
know in common, but I just can't place her. And maybe if
I . . .

SENATOR JENSEN: We hav e a lot of faith and trust in your
staff, Senator. ( Laughte r )
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SENATOR SCHROCK: All right. Well, that' s...some would
question your judgment, Senator Jensen. (Laughter)

SENATOR JENSEN: Any questions of Senator Schrock in regards
to Linda Heiden? We thank you for coming today.

SENATOR SCHROCK: All right.

Confi r at on e
R obe t S a n d s t ro m

State Board of Health

SENATOR JENSEN: N ext we have Robert Sandstrom to the State
Board of Health. Welcome.

ROBERT SANDSTROM: Thank you, Senator Jensen, and Senators.
It's nice to be back again. I'm here for a reappointment.
I was appointed by Governor Johanns the last time a s the
physical the rapist member o f t he board, and Go vernor
Heineman has honored me again by reappointing me fo r a
second term. And I curr ently serve as secretary of the
board. Just a couple of comments, I thought. I' ve learned
a lot i n th e fiv e years that I' ve served on the Board of
Health. I had some ideas of what it was about when I joined
but I' ve certainly learned many things since then then, and
one of th e th ings I' ve certainly learned is how important
the State Board of Health is toward professional regulation
and public protection in Nebraska, and its relationship to
the Department of Re gulation and Li censure and to the
professions. And I just think...I want to say overall how
impressed I' ve been with professional regulation in t his
state, the procedures, the policies, probably the foresight
of the Legislatures and the Governors beforehand that set up
the system. I' ve learned a lot, and I have a lot of
confidence in i t, ba sed o n my experience. I also just
wanted to also point ou t how I thi n k we all nee d to
recognize the hard work of the people in the department, how
impressed I' ve been, in ge neral, with th e staff in the
Department of Regulation and Licensure, and the staff t h at
board has worked with, and the boards that I...professional
boards that I interact with, how the staff that w ork with
them. And one of things is how stable the staff has been.
I' ve been there five years and I can't think of o ne staff
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member that works with professional boards in the department
who has left, or an y turnover. There's Dr. Raymond, of
course, in the Policy Cabinet. He moved up to th e fe deral
government, or moved over. And then Dick Nelson moved over
to the services side, Regulation and Licensure. And the
day-to-day activity of t h e boards, I think there's a very
strong system. The last thing I just--because I hav e the
microphone , I gu e ss - I ' l l j u s t say is, I. ..just the
importance of th e p ublic members. And i f t h e r e ' s
anything...I' ve been on some committees in some regulation
in the last five years, has been building different models
for regulation in the state and maybe more efficient models.
But one of the mechanisms and important things to remember,
I think, both for our boa rd and th e oth er professional
boards, is the absolute importance of the public member as
sitting in on these processes. Their voice and vote, their
understanding of d ecisions being made regarding public
protection, that they ar e in the process...and that' s
something the board system allows. And I' ve been impressed
with the public members that we' ve had to in terview and
appoint to bo ards, and I'm o n the Respiratory Care Prep
right now and there's three very strong public members on
that board. And I ju st think, this is probably the last
time I' ll be in fr ont of you , this committee or any
committee, so I just wanted to make sure that you hear that.
I think that's very important. Last thing, and then I' ll be
quiet and a n swer any qu estions, is that last time I was
here, I talked with you...I'm an associate professor and now
chairman of the Department of Physical Therapy at Creighton,
so I'm not really a practicing physical therapist. But one
thing we...I know I talked about last time, I remember--you
won't remember, you' ve had so many things, but I remember,
of course--is our work w ith Indian health and N ative
Americans. And we ' ve continued this work in Thurston
County. We have a 10-year relationship now with them. And
actually tomorrow--I bring it up because it was on my mind
d r i v i n g d ow n he r e t od ay -tomorrow I'm going to Winnebago
because we have a faculty member who is a. ..we provide a
contract to the In dian health service to provide clinical
services at the public health service hospital there, and
I'm meeting with her to talk about her activity for the last
year. But on her report I noticed two state grants, two
small grants: one a $6,000 grant from Hea lth a nd Hum an
Services, another about a $9 ,000 g rant to the Winnebago
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Trial Health Department, specifically looking at d i abetes
and looking at s pecific public health problems in that
p opulation. And I' ll know more about it t omorrow when I
meet with her, but I just wanted to thank you because that' s
important funding and those programs are being...she is
involved in that program and those are important programs
for that population, so I' ll stop there.

SENATOR JENSEN: Thank you, Dr. Sandstrom. Any questions?
Yes, Sena to r B y a rs .

SENATOR BYARS: I think Mr. Sandstrom's qualifications speak
for themselves, but I'm just trying to mak e mys elf m ore
knowledgeable. Tell me what hemiplegia is.

ROBERT SANDSTROM: Oh , that's just weakness on one side of
the body, typically after a brain injury or something with
s t r o ke . Yeah . Yeah .

SENATOR BYARS: Yeah, I noticed that you were an expert in
this, and so I' ve never heard of hemiplegia before. Now
that makes me an expert, also, right? ( Laughte r )

R OBERT S A NDSTROM : I
Byars. ( Laughter )

SENATOR JENSEN: Any other questions f rom th e committee?
Thank you for coming forward today.

ROBERT SANDSTROM: Y e a h. Than ks .

appreciate your interest, Senator

Confirmation e

~L L ' L
t at e B o a e l t h

SENATOR JENSEN: And last , Dr . Leslie Spry to the State
Board of Health. Welcome, Doctor.

LESLIE SPRY: Thank you. Senators and guests, thank you for
inviting me. This is my reappointment to t he Board of
Health. My name is Leslie Spry, S-p-r-y. I'm a farm kid
from Oconto, Nebraska, that grew up to be a kidney guy here
in Lincoln. And I' ve been on the State Board of Health...I
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was appointed by G overnor Johanns in 20 00, and I was
reappointed by Governor Heineman l ast fa l l. And I
appreciate their confidence. I wou l d ech o wha t
Dr. Sandstrom just s aid, and that is, is that I have been
particularly impressed on the volunteerism that we see on
the various boards from the public members. I can't tell
you the number of times that there have been disagreements
on boards that I' ve served on and seen service where it' s
been disagreements among the professionals, but once t hose
professionals can e xplain what their positions are to the
public members, frequently that's how situations get
resolved. Tha t's been my experience. And so I would again
echo what he just said, and that is, is the public m embers
are an ex tremely important part o f the boards and the
various committees that I' ve served on in conjunction with
the State Board of Health. Ny observations about the State
Board of Health, as you know, when I first came on to the
State Board of Health there was a bill, I think, to abolish
it. And I was, initially at least, thinking about that. I
see some things that I would like to change but I do see the
wisdom in the State Board of Health now, and I also see that
over the five years that I' ve served on the Board there have

applications to serve and s it on lic ensing boards and
committees for the state. We get to interview all of those
individuals, and I am particularly impressed and I ' ve
learned a lot ov e r the la st five years on just how this
place works. I think that's been my greatest benefit. I
hope that over th e last five ye ars, I' ve been able to
contribute as well. Over these five years I' ve served as
the president...or, the c hairman for th e co mmittee o n
legislation for the Nebraska Nedical Association, and I' m
currently chief of staff at St. Elizabeth's Hospital here in
Lincoln, so I don't necessarily need to look for another job
but I do enj oy my time on the State Board of Health. And
I'm very appreciative of your time, and I'm appreciative of
the confidence of Governor Heineman in reappointing me. And
I'd be happy to answer any questions.

SENATOR J ENSEN: Tha n k yo u , D r . Sp r y . An y qu es t i on s? Yes ,
Senator Bya r s .

SENATOR BYARS: I just have another comment. In my 14 years
I' ve served in the Legislature, I don ' t kn ow o f a pe r son

been an in crease in t he volunteerism and the number of
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from the m edical profession that has been more open and
honest with me th an D r . Spry, and I appreciate your
cooperation and collaboration through that period of tim e.
You certainly might be last but you' re not least.

LESLIE SPRY: Th a n k y ou .

SENATOR JENSEN: Tha nk you. Any other questions? Senator
Johnson.

SENATOR JOHNSON: Dr. Spry, I guess just a little bit of
philosophy here, a s far as where the board is concerned.
Obviously, I think the most important part is the protection
of the public. At the same time, there is t he issue of
protection of t he ca regiver. Do you feel that we are in
about the right balance, if I might coin a word for it, as
far as this relationship in the state of Nebraska?

LESLIE SPRY: Ny observations there...when I listen to the
public, the public keep asking us as pr ofessionals to be
more conscientious, to be...to police our own, if you will.
I mean, I hear that repeatedly. I find some frustration on
the boards that I serve on sometimes, in trying to enforce
some of that policing yourself, sometimes. But I must
admit, as the pro cess ge nerally works out, I think that
there has been a balance there. I am frustrated at tim es
and I s ee some frustration on the part of Regulation and
Licensure in being able to implement some of the...some of
those common-sense things that we would like to be able to
all do. I see some...sometimes I see some p ractitioners
that I think we ought to be a little harder on, and other
t imes I see some practitioners who de serve our help a n d
sympathy sometimes. So I think we just have to do the best
that we can. I think there has to strike a balance. In my
five years, I' ve changed my philosophy there a little bit in
that I think that initially I thought that there's probably
got to be greater and harder oversight, and I cont inue to
think that. But I must admit, as I see how the process
works, I think both sides do get protected.

SENATOR JOHNSON: Tha n k y ou .

SENATOR JENSEN: Thank you. Any other questions? We th ank
you for y our a ppearance. And that wi l l conclude the
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confirmation and the gubernatorial appointments.
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